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in  operation  at  Lagash  in  Babylonia  (modern  day  Iraq).    It  ensured  efficient  movement  of 
administrators, couriers, and army personnel between  the capital and  the subject cities; distances 
























































































This  formal stratification of  the hospitality provision and  the growth of  relations between  the city 
states gave rise to the office of Proxenos, who was literally the ‘guest‐friend’ of a city‐state, looking 
after  the  interests of  travellers  from a  foreign  state  in his own  country;  for example,  the Spartan 
Proxenos  in Athens was an Athenian citizen. The office of Proxenos was employed  throughout  the 
Greek world and proxenia (the relationship of the Proxenos)  is one of hospitality. Domestic politics 
dominated  the  interests of citizens, who had  little use  for diplomacy  since Greek city‐states were 
essentially self‐centred and insular; however, mutual ties of hospitality did exist between leaders of 




undertook various  functions  including  the reception and entertainment of guests;  they would also 
represent the guest in courts of law if necessary. The earliest reference to an Athenian proxenus, is 
that  of Alexander  of Macedonia, who  lived  during  the  time  of  the  Persian wars  (Herodotus,  The 
Histories VIII:136). It was not until the middle of the fifth century BC that the term Proxenos became 
common  throughout  Greece;  the  establishment  of  the  institution  is  documented  by  numerous 
inscriptions  from  the  last  third of  the  fifth century BC. There was a covert side  to  the proxenia;  it 
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could  function  as  both  an  overt  and  a  covert  intelligence  system,  as  representatives  of  this 
institution were indeed in an ideal position to collect and transmit political and military information 




city‐state  for  the  ship owners, merchants  and  visitors;  these  inns bestow  various benefits  to  the 
growing and developing city:  
“When [city] funds were sufficient, it would be a fine plan to build more inns for ship owners 
near  the  harbours,  and  convenient  places  of  exchange  for  merchants,  also  inns  to 
























































The  Emperor  Julian  in  362 AD was  attempting  to  suppress  the  Christian  Church  and  reintroduce 
paganism across  the Empire, however, he explicitly urged his governors  to maintain  the Christian 
practice  of  the  xenodochein  or  hospice  for  travellers.  Patlagean  (1981,  p.  71f)  states  that  the 
xenodochia  lead  to  “...  a  social  classification  built  on  poor  versus  rich  with  poverty  not  only  a 
material  and  economic  condition,  but  also  a  legal  and  social  status...”  An  arrangement  which 
constituted  “...  a  privileged  establishment  for  the  Church...”  endowing  “...  it with  the means  of 
sustaining  the  burden  of  relief  which  the  Byzantine  Emperor  could  henceforth  devolve  on  it”.  
Travellers were treated by the law as total strangers and therefore did not enjoy protection. Unlike 
slaves, who were some citizen’s property and, as such, enjoyed  the protection of  the  law  (Mollat, 














































































































































Typology  Reason for visit Hospitality Provision 
Merchant Trade / Business Received by the officials in charge of the markets, harbours and 
public buildings. Special care must be made to stop them 
introducing innovations  
Cultural Visitor To view artistic 
achievements 
Hospitality at the temples, friendly accommodation.  Priest and 
temple keepers are responsible 
Civic Dignitary Public Business Civic reception, must be received by the generals and public 




To view some 
unique cultural 
aspect 
Must be over 50.  He is a welcome visitor of the rich and the wise.  








Name Description and facilities  Modern Equivalent  
Hospitium 
Larger establishments that offered rooms for rent, and often food and 




Buildings with open courtyard surrounded by a kitchen, a latrine, and 
bedrooms with stables at the rear. Often found just outside the city, 
close to the city gates; offered food, drink and accommodation. 
Motel  
Taberna Sold a variety of simple foods and drink. They usually contained a simple L-shaped marble counter, about six to eight feet long Bar 
Popina 
Caupona 
Served food and drink, offered sit down meals; this term was often 
used to describe public eating-houses and sometimes included a few 
rooms 
Restaurant 
Lumpanar Provided a full range of services of a personal nature. Brothel  
Table XXX: Commercial Hospitality Establishments in Ancient Rome 
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 Figure XXX: Cluster of commercial hospitality establishments in the centre of Pompeii 
 
Hotel    (VII.xi.11/14) 
1 Bedroom 
2 Kitchen 
3 Atrium 
4 Triclinium 
5 Store 
6 Tablinum 
 
Popina  (VII.xi.13) 
7 Serving Room 
7a Store 
7b Latrine 
 
Other establishments  
8 Taberna  
9 Grand Lupanar (VII.xii.18‐19) 
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 Figure XXX: Caravanserai at Dayr‐I Gachin, Iran 
 
1  Gate 
2  Watch towers 
3  Office 
4  Entrance lobby 
5  Courtyard 
6  Stables  
7  Basic room 
8  Standard room 
9  Prestigious room 
10  Suite 
11  Stairs to roof 
12  Mill 
13  Private courtyard 
14  Mosque 
15  Bath House 
16  Toilets 
17  Corner towerroom 
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